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MTL Curriculum 

MOE’s focus

• developing students into proficient users with strong communication, cultural, and 

connection skills, emphasizing joy, authentic contexts, and 21st-century 

competencies like critical thinking

• introducing more tech, gamification, and flexibility for Higher MTL (HMTL) from 

2026 for high-achieving PSLE students,

• building on core skills (listen, speak, read, write) from primary to secondary levels. 
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Our Aim
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Nurturing joyful learners, confident users of the Mother Tongue 

Language and cultural inheritors who appreciate their unique 

identity and culture.



Our Approach
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Making the learning of 
MTL enjoyable through 
role-play, collaborative 
tasks, interactive games 
and the use of Edtech 
tools.



Our Approach
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Building students’ 
confidence in using their 
MTL using differentiated 
teaching approaches.

Creating opportunities for 
our students to express 
themselves in their 
Mother Tongue Language
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Our Curriculum 



Writing Skills (F.E.A.S.T.)

• Feelings

• Expression 

• Action 

• Speech

• Thoughts
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P5 & P6

Annotation: Students indicate the 

appropriate places to add in F.E.A.S.T.

Writing notes: Students can refer to their writing 

notes to learn good F.E.A.S.T. phrases.
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Oracy Skills (T.R.E.E.)

P5 & P6

Oral notes: Students can refer to their writing notes 

to learn good T.R.E.E. phrases.

• Thoughts

• Reasons

• Example  

• End off and wrap up
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Key programmes

Promoting the joy of reading

• Reading corners in classrooms

• Morning Reading (Wednesday and Thursday)

• Book reviews
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Key programmes

Mother Tongue Language Fortnight



Assessment (P5 Standard Mother Tongue)
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

WA1

(15%)

WA2

(15%)

WA3

(15%)

EYE

(55%)

• Language use

• Comprehension

• Language use

• Comprehension

• Language use

• Comprehension

• Graphic Stimulus

• Oral (video-based)

• Listening 

Comprehension

• Composition Writing

• Written Paper

Please refer to Annex for more information



Assessment (P5 Foundation Mother Tongue)
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

WA1

(15%)

WA2

(15%)

WA3

(15%)

EYE

(55%)

• Reading • Speaking (video 

based)

• Reading

• Speaking

• Oral (video-based)

• Listening 

Comprehension

• Written Paper

Please refer to Annex for more information



Assessment (P5 Higher Mother Tongue)
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4

WA1

(15%)

WA2

(15%)

WA3

(15%)

EYE

(55%)

• Language Use • Language use • Composition Writing 

(Choose 1 from 2 

Questions)

• Composition Writing

• Written Paper

Please refer to Annex for more information



P5 HMTL – Points to note 

• Extended curriculum
1-hour session after school on Tuesdays (2:15–3:15 pm).

• Additional learning opportunities 

Students will have extra homework and sit for an additional HMTL paper in P5, P6, and PSLE. This 

is designed to help students strengthen their language skills and cultural understanding.

• Programme progression

• Students who are not offered HMTL at P5 will not be offered HMTL at P6.

• Students who attain a “UG” grade for P5 EYE HMTL examination will not be able 

to offer HMTL at P6
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Use of Higher Chinese Language for admission 
into SAP schools  

Under the revised PSLE scoring system 2021, 

students who take HCL will receive posting 

advantage for entry to Special Assistance 

Plan (SAP)* schools. 

• Students will be ranked taking into account 

their performance in HCL.  

• This posting advantage applies before the 

tie-breakers for S1 posting. 
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*SAP schools are committed to nurturing bilingual and bicultural students who are 

immersed in the Chinese language and culture and are equipped with a global 

outlook.



HMTL in secondary school
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Eligibility Criteria for Secondary School HMTL

PSLE MTL score of AL1/AL2

OR

HMTL score of Distinction/Merit

:

Students who did not take HMTL at PSLE can still be offered to take HMTL at secondary 
school.

Students who have done well in their PSLE will be offered to take HMTL in their secondary 
schools. 

For your child to take HMTL, your child should meet the following criteria
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Partnership with Stakeholders

• Supporting your child in the learning of MTL

Listening and Speaking 

Reading Writing 

▪ Expose your child to the use of MTL at home and have regular 

conversations with them

▪ Watch suitable television programmes/educational online videos in MTL

▪ Introduce songs with appropriate lyrics

▪ Read MT storybooks 

▪ Revise characters/words/letters 

taught in class

▪ Writing diary, journaling

▪ Write cards to family members



Partnership with Stakeholders

MTL online resources 

• Ezhishi learning platform (https://www.ezhishi.com)

• Promote Mandarin Council 

(https://www.languagecouncils.sg/mandarin/en)

• Committee to Promote Chinese Language Learning (CPCLL)

(https://www.cpcll.sg/16)

• Malay Folklore stories App by MLLPC

• Tamil Language learning website (http://www.noolagam.com)
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https://www.ezhishi.com/
https://www.languagecouncils.sg/mandarin/en
https://www.cpcll.sg/16
http://www.noolagam.com/


Partnership with Stakeholders

Communication with the MTL teachers

• Classdojo

• Parents Gateway

• Email 
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